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RATIONALE
At Gotham Primary School, we recognise the importance of feedback as an integral part of the teaching and
learning cycle, and aim to maximise the effectiveness of its use in practice. We know that the purpose of
feedback is to advance pupil progress and outcomes. We are mindful of the research surrounding
effective feedback and the workload and well-being implications of written marking, as well as research from
cognitive science regarding the fragility of new learning. Our policy is underpinned by the evidence of best
practice from the Education Endowment Foundation and other expert organisations.
Notably, the Department for Education’s research into teacher workload and the well-being charter has
highlighted written marking as a key contributing factor to workload and the adverse effects it has on worklife balance. As such, we have investigated ways to provide effective feedback in line with the EEF’s
recommendations, and those of the DfE’s expert group which emphasises that marking should be: Meaningful,
manageable and motivating.
The purpose of feedback at Gotham Primary School is to support children to develop metacognitive skills and
become self-regulated learners. Our policy is built upon the EEF summary report recommendations for



Teacher Feedback to Improve Pupil Learning and
Metacognition and Self-Regulated Learning

These documents can be found in appendices A and B
Feedback and Marking in Practice
Effective feedback is an important part of the learning process. Research shows that performance in
one lesson does not indicate learning. Soderstrom’s research indicates that learning is the relatively
permanent change in knowledge or behaviour. It is the goal of education. Whereas, performance is
a temporary fluctuation in knowledge or behaviour that can be measured or observed during, or
shortly after, instruction. In light of this, regular recapping, retrieval and interleaving of knowledge
will take place so as to support children to embed knowledge.
Through our approach, children will become independent learners with strong meta-cognition and
self-regulation skills. This will support them to become life-long learners who make good progress in
all areas.
Learning Behaviours
FS2 and KS1
Excellent

Good

Staff will tick to show when children’s learning behaviours have been excellent or good. No tick
shows that learning behaviours need to improve.
KS2
If a learning intention is being stuck into the book, the above chart will be used. Otherwise, learning
behaviours will be linked with Zones of Regulation and discussed with the children.
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Type
Immediate

Summary

Review

What it looks like
 Includes teaching staff gathering feedback from teaching,
including mini-whiteboards, book work etc.
 Takes place in lessons with individuals or small groups
 Often given verbally to pupils for immediate action
 May involve use of support or further challenge
 May re-direct the focus of teaching or the task
 May include highlighting/annotations according to the marking
code
 Takes place at the end of a lesson or activity
 Often involves whole groups or classes
 Provides an opportunity for evaluation of learning in the lesson
 May take form of self- or peer- assessment against an agreed
set of criteria
 In some cases, may guide a teacher’s further use of feedback,
focusing on areas of need
 Takes place away from the point of teaching
 May involve written comments/annotations for pupils to
read/respond to
 Provides teaching staff with opportunities for assessment of
understanding
 Leads to adaption of future lessons through planning, grouping
or adaption of tasks
 May lead to targets being set for pupils’ future attention, or
immediate action
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Appendix A - Marking Guide
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Appendix A – Teacher Feedback to Improve Pupil learning
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Appendix B – Metacognition and Self-Regulated Learners

